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“Who’s there?”

“I’m here from the government
(or a private polluter) to tell you
that we need to drill holes in your
floor because cancer-causing
substances may be intruding into
your home around the clock.”



Key Issues

• Communications
• Property Value
• Sampling
• Mitigation
• Source Control
• Long-Term Management & Monitoring
• Land Use & New Construction
• Standards
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Guidance

• States
– New York
– California
– New Jersey
– ITRC

• Federal
– EPA (2002 draft)
– DOD — hopefully out soon



Lessons
• Residents’ cooperation is essential.
• Explain carefully and simply.
• People prefer direct air measurement.
• Residents like “blanket” mitigation.
• Source cleanup is the long-term solution.
• Monitor for the life of the contamination.
• Address VI before building.
• Protective standards are needed.
• Federal guidance is overdue.



E-mail me or give me your card if you 
want to join CPEO’s free Brownfields 

Internet Forum and/or Military 
Environmental Forum newsgroup.

Lenny Siegel
Center for Public Environmental Oversight

c/o PSC, 278-A Hope St., Mountain View, CA 
94041

Voice: 650/961-8918 — Fax: 650/961-8918
lsiegel@cpeo.org — http://www.cpeo.org


